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Preface 

 

It must be admitted that the idea for the present volume sprang suddenly. During a brief 

academic visit to the University of Huddersfield I was excited by the depth of penetration into 

the theory and practice of English stylistics, the subject which has accompanied me 

throughout my entire academic career. This was, however, more or less what I expected to 

find there. What did take me aback immediately was a fairly slim book by Lesley Jeffries with 

a short yet stimulating title, Critical Stylistics, which struck the right chord with me. At the 

time when I found myself lingering on the vast terrain of English stylistics where one can 

easily lose sight of direction, the book offered me what I needed: a toolbox filled with 

instruments which was ready to be unpacked and used to examine the layers of meaning in 

texts which have become so entrenched in our consciousness that they are usually not 

questioned at all. And, back at home, there was a team of other English language practitioners 

waiting to be enthused with an idea that we can unpack the toolbox together, without much 

prior forethought, and try it on the data that we have already been working with.  

The result of our joint effort is this volume of papers conceived within the scope of 

critical stylistic whose authors try to explore the ideologies underlying a range of discourses 

with which they have been engaged for some time. As experienced English language 

practitioners, we are also to a certain extent stylisticians who, whether consciously or not, try 

to establish connections between the language users´ choices and their effects. Thus the idea 

for the volume found individual authors where they were, amidst their own issues and 

specialisations, and invited them to go beyond the mere registrations of the fact that choices 

are made and examine the ideological foundations of these choices.  

The authors accepted the invitation to look at their data afresh, and did so mostly 

without any particular theoretical-methodological bias as to ideology, other than that which 

remained firmly embedded in our memories of members of the central-European geo-political 

environment. There, over the last four decades of the previous century, the word ideology, on 

a ´large-scale´, societal level, had acquired rather negative connotations as it was associated 

with the system of beliefs forcefully imposed by the then ideological-political establishment 

and with which one did not necessarily have to identify on a personal level. However, our 

scepticism as to the ´grand´ ideologies, with which we hope we wholeheartedly parted almost 

three decades ago, has numbed our senses, and so we have become surprised that, in the 

meantime, the ideological void has been filled up by other beliefs, norms and values that have 

crept like ivy over the structures of our lived experience. That ideologies have become 

intertwined with our lives has become increasingly obvious more recently with the emergence 

of a pluri-centric world in which different centres compete to place their values on the 

ideological markets, be they commercial, political, economic, or linguistic. Our awareness of 

these ´small-scale´ ideologies is both part of our coming of age, and part of the armoury of 

every critically-minded citizen of the globalised and globalising world. 

Among the eight papers of the volume four strands of the presence of ideological 

meanings seem to have emerged. In the first identifiable line of enquiry which may be called 

Ideology in Legal Language, Eva Pavlíčková and Klaudia Bednárová-Gibová examine the 

sources of ideologies in ´legalese´ and suggest that, through nominalisation as their endemic 

stylistic marker, power is asserted by those who hold the reins of institutional influence. 

Bednárová-Gibová´s unique focus on the Euro-texts in a translatological perspective enriches 

our understanding of their functioning as tools of ideological coercion and the challenges they 

pose for their translators. 

Ideology in Academic and Political Discourse as another research strand is 

represented by the papers by Diana Krajňáková and Marek Hampl who search for the 
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ideological substructures in academic writing and politics respectively. While they differ in 

selecting the textual-conceptual functions in approaching their data, viz. 

exemplifying/enumerating and transitivity, they are compatible in that they see their 

deployment as motivated by their authors´ concerns to achieve a desired persuasive effect 

within the respective domains.  

In their papers in the Ideology in Tourism and Public Space strand, Danica 

Maleková and Milan Ferenčík explore the tacit presence of ideologies in texts which are 

available for ´public consumption´, and that is by tourists and urbanites in the lived 

environments of two tourist destinations and in an urban habitat, respectively. Using the 

particular instruments from the critical stylistic toolbox, the authors raise our awareness of the 

extent to which deep-seated cultural values and beliefs have sedimented over time to form 

layers of ideological meanings which inform promotional practices in tourism or, through 

public signage, the mundane practices of ´privatising´ space in a city. 

Finally, in the Ideology in Speech Presentation strand, Rita Rafajlovičová and Eva 

Eddy investigate the techniques of speech and thought presentation in (non-)literary texts and 

by (non-)native speakers respectively. From their close scrutiny of self-constructed corpora of 

speech data it becomes more obvious how seemingly innocuous and commonplace methods 

of reporting someone else´s speech both embeds differing cultural assumptions and becomes a 

delicate instrument for influencing others. 

This volume would have not been possible without the encouragement and advice of 

Lesley Jeffries herself, the instigator of the entire critical stylistic approach who found in it an 

opportunity to see how her conception of a critical analytical tool might be put into practice. 

She was kind enough to honour us with her presence at our small workshop meeting in Prešov 

in April 2015, and she agreed to comment on the first draft of all the papers collected in this 

volume, which turned out to be very inspirational for all contributors. 

Also, we would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to our reviewers, 

professors Daniela Slančová and Dan McIntyre for their valuable observations and 

suggestions.  

 

 

 

 

February 2016    Milan Ferenčík, and Klaudia Bednárová-Gibová 
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Seminar in Critical Stylistics, March 23, 2015, Prešov 

 

Top, left to right:  

Marek Hampl, Rita Rafajlovičová, Magda Bilá, Magda Rázusová, Danica Maleková 

Bottom, left to right:  

Eva Eddy, Lesley Jeffries, Milan Ferenčík, Diana Krajňáková, Marcela Michálková 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


