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IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN 
 
 

“Learning a second language can be exciting and 
productive … or painful and useless. One’s efforts can end 
in the acquisition of native-like fluency or a stumbling 
repertoire of sentences soon forgotten.” 

(Dulay et al., 1982 :4) 
 
In the modern world, competence in at least one language other than our 
mother tongue is absolutely essential. Every day, we come across resources 
in English, German, French or Russian, we work with the internet, travel 
abroad and try to find more and more information in our field of interest using 
materials in languages other than our first. It is much easier, and, of course, 
cheaper if we are able to understand foreign languages and use them on an 
everyday basis without considerable problems. 

English has gradually conquered the world of languages and won the hearts 
of many non-native speakers. Also those who incline to other languages have 
found that being a competent English speaker changes the quality of their 
lives considerably enough to be worth trying to acquire it. Millions of non-
native speakers all over the world use various means of acquiring English. 
They study it at school, move to English-speaking countries, hire a private 
teacher, or buy self-study books, read, listen to and watch English media to 
become competent English speakers. 

In present-day Slovakia, we would probably only with serious difficulty find a 
school where English is not taught. Young people are provided with easy 
access to formal instruction; therefore, it could be said that every healthy 
individual able to attend school has an equal chance to be a good-level 
English speaker. Even people in their forties, fifties and sixties are trying hard 
to acquire as much English as they can by attending language courses and 
spending time in English-speaking countries.  

However, not all people achieve the same level. There are considerable 
differences among learners who are provided with the same learning 
conditions. How is that possible? What helps those who get excellent marks at 
school and are able to communicate with people born far away from their 
homeland and, with a smile and wit, enjoy a fluent and pleasant conversation 
or watch a film as if it was in their mother tongue? Why are some people, 
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even after ten years of formal instruction, scared of bumping into a native 
English speaker and being asked about directions in their hometown? 
Researchers all over the world are trying to find out which factors, and in what 
way, influence acquisition of foreign languages. This treatise tries to contribute 
to this research area by finding out whether there is an underlying factor (or a 
number of them) interconnecting the acquisition of selected aspects of English 
grammar in Slovak learners.   

The aim of the presented research was to find out to what extent the selected 
aspects of English grammar are interconnected and whether there are any 
underlying factors present. A group of 15-year-old learners attending 
accessible 8-year secondary comprehensive schools in Slovakia was chosen 
and asked to complete a questionnaire and an English grammar test (aimed 
at selected aspects of grammar). To achieve the aim, the following research 
plan was set up: (a) to determine the characteristics of the target group; (b) to 
select grammatical tasks testing the selected grammatical areas; (c) to 
choose schools and carry out the testing; (d) to carry out correlation analysis; 
(e) to find out whether and, if so, to what extent the acquired grammatical 
aspects are interconnected; (f) to draw conclusions relevant to the process of 
English grammar acquisition and (g) to suggest further areas to be examined 
in the field in question. 

The treatise is divided into three chapters. Chapter 1 discusses the area of 
foreign language acquisition. It explains similarities and differences between a 
second and a foreign language and looks into the notion of acquisition and 
learning as well as the relationship between language acquisition, 
competence and performance. It also compares natural environment and 
formal setting as possible forms of language surroundings where acquisition 
can take place. Furthermore, it pays closer attention to possible factors 
influencing acquisition of a foreign language. Chapter 2 presents the 
methodology of the research and explains the methods used to gain and 
process research data. The actual results of the research are contained in 
Chapter 3, which is divided into subchapters in order to, in the clearest way 
possible, show all relationships found between the observed variables. At the 
end of each subchapter, a summary of the discussed research results is 
provided to clarify the actual outcomes of each part of the research. 

As a follow-up, conclusions in the area of foreign language acquisition are 
drawn relating to the target group as well as the population (all members of a 
group with the same characteristics).  
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Doubtlessly, there is still a long way ahead for those linguists eager to shed 
some light upon the mystery of the processes taking place in the human brain 
when acquiring a foreign language. Hopefully, this treatise will also be of 
some small benefit in helping people become a part of the English-speaking 
world. 

 

 


